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Chargesheet
iInrape case
filedin30
days

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police Crime Branch filed
a chargesheet on Friday
against a 34-year-old
manin connectionwitha
rape case.OnAugust 11,a
minor girl was allegedly
raped by amanwholives
near her house. The girl
sustained injuries and
was later admitted to Al-
IMS. Police said they have
collected evidence within
three weeks and booked
the accused under sec-
tions of rape, POCSO Act
and SC/ST Act. The
chargesheet was submit-
ted to AS] at
Karkardooma court.
Delhi Police PRO
Chinmoy Biswal said the
Ministry of Home Affairs
conducted a high-level
enquiry in the matterand
police were asked to sub-
mit a chargesheet within
30 days of registration of
the case..

DTC bus hits
scooter, two
injured

New Delhi: Two persons
got injured after a DTC
bus hit a scooter in West
Delhi’s Hari Nagar area.
The incident took place
on Thursday and police
gotinformation regarding
anaccident at Major Rajiv
Lal Marg, Clock Tower,
Hari Nagar. Police reached
the spot where two vehi-
cles were found. Police
said two persons Dinesh
(32), and Rajanti (48) got
injured in the accident.
“Dinesh is in DDU
Hospital and Ranjati in
Mata Chaanan Devi hos-
pital,” police said.

Actionwill be
takenif cops
violate traffic

norms: Police
chief

New Delhi: Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh
Asthana has directed po-
lice personnel to follow
the trafficrulesand if any-
one if found violating de-
partmental action will be
taken against them. An or-
der issued on Friday, by
Special CP Muktesh
Chander states, “Itis being
noticed that several Delhi
Police personnel are not
following traffic rules,
while driving vehicles.
Riding two-wheeler
without helmets, triple
riding, not wearing seat
belts, using mobile and
defective number plates
are some visible traffic of-
fences which are cap-
tured by the public and
shared by them on social
media, causing embar-
rassment.” ENS

AFTERCONTROVERSY OVER SYLLABUS

Edu Minister backs JNU V-
on counter-terrorism course

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 3

EDUCATION MINISTER
Dharmendra Pradhan has
backed the Jawaharlal Nehru
University vice-chancellor (V-C)
in the controversy over the new
course on counter-terrorism
meant for engineering students.

Speaking at a meeting of
central university V-Cs Friday,
Pradhan congratulated M
Jagadesh Kumar and his team
for introducing the course that
has been criticised for singling
out areligion as the only form of
fundamentalist-religious terror-
ism. In his opening remarks,
Pradhan asked that if MIT can
discuss counter-terrorism
measures, why can’t an Indian
university do the same?

The course, titled ‘Counter
Terrorism, Asymmetric Conflicts
and Strategies for Cooperation
among Major Powers,’ asserts

Honey Singh,
his wife
counseled

by judge

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 3

A DELHI court has allowed the
wife of singer Hirdesh Singh alias
Yo Yo Honey Singh to visit her
matrimonial home to gather her
belongings. Singh had appeared
with his parents and a team of
lawyers before the court after it
ordered his presence, noting that
no one was above the law, on the
last date of hearing,.

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Tania Singh passed the order after
conducting in-camera counseling
of the couple inside her chamber
at length. The court orally ob-
served during the hearing, “May
God give us the strength todo jus-
tice to both parties.”

Singh'’s lawyer, senior advo-
cate Rebecca John, moved an ap-
plication seeking proceedings
be conducted in-camera which
will be heard on the next date of
hearing.

Singh;s wife Shalini will be al-
lowed to visit her matrimonial
home on September 5. On
September 28, the court will hear
her plea on interim compensa-
tion. She was represented by her
lawyers, Advocate Sandeep
Kapur, Apoorva Pandey, and GG
Kashyap from Karanjawala and
Co. The court also held that pre-
viously passed orders directing
Singh not to contact his wife shall
continue. The singer’s wife had
approached court alleging phys-
ical, mental, and emotional abuse
at the hands of her husband.

She has demanded compen-
sation of Rs 20 crore from Singh
and asked the court to direct him
to pay Rs 5 lakh per month for a
fully furnished house in a
reputed part of Delhi.
Furthermore, she has also asked
that her stridhan and dowry arti-
cles be returned to her.

that “Jihadi terrorism" is the only
form of “fundamentalist-religious
terrorism.” It also states that the
erstwhile Soviet Union and China
were the “predominant state-
sponsors of terrorism” that influ-
enced “radical Islamic states”.
The course will be offered to
students pursuing an MS with
specialisation in International
Relations after a BTech in
Engineering — online classes for
the monsoon semester start on
September 20. The Indian Express
had first reported on August 30
that the course was passed in the
academic council, allegedly with-
out discussion, on August 17.
The university, subsequently,
cameinforalotof criticism with
one Parliament MP, CPI's Binoy
Viswam, even writing to Pradhan
against the new course alleging
it will “communalise and politi-
cise geopolitical issues.”
Alluding to Viswam’s mis-
sive, Pradhan said, “Recently a
colleague from Parliament wrote

HOPING FOR A HAUL

to me about asking why JNU has
introduced a course on terror-
ism. Friends, some time ago,
when [ was in the US, [ was get-
ting briefed by senior American
officers on terrorism... during
that briefing, I learned that tech-
nology and cyber warheads
been adopted by terrorists to fur-
ther their objectives.”

Pradhan was possibly refer-
ring to the one of the new course’s
modules, titled ‘Fundamentalist-
religious Terrorism and its
Impact’, that states: “The ex-
ploitation of the cyberspace by
the radical Islamic religious cler-
ics has resulted in electronic prop-
agation of jihadi terrorism world
over. Online electronic dissemi-
nation of Jihadi terrorism has re-
sulted in the spurt of violence in
non-Islamic societies that are sec-
ular and are now increasingly vul-
nerable to the violence that(is)on
the increase.”

The minister said further,
“Our engineers today are not just

Fishing in the Yamuna by dusk in New Delhi. Tashi Tobgyal
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engineers. They are involved in
building social products. So if a
course helps engineering stu-
dents understand the kind of
hindrances they could face in the
development of social products,
thenIcongratulate JNU for intro-
ducing such a course.”

Earlier this week, Kumar de-
fended the course saying that it
was “holistic” and would give
students “broad-based knowl-
edge” of the subject.

“During the past few days,
there was a needless contro-
versy... without going into the ac-
ademic merits of the course. The
objective of the course, ‘Counter
Terrorism, Asymmetric Conflicts
and Strategies for Cooperation
among Major Powers’, is mainly
to have anin-depth understand-
ing on the challenges emanating
from terrorism to India’s na-
tional security and how India can
get equipped with adequate re-
sponses in case of any eventual-
ity,” he had said.

English syllabus row: 108 teachers
object to DU Registrar’s statement

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 3

OVER 100 English teachers of
Delhi University have objected to
“multiple falsehoods and misrep-
resentations” in Registrar Vikas
Gupta’s statement on the syl-
labus for the course, which he
said was “inclusive” and had been
passed through a “democratic
process”.

Gupta’s statement had come
in response to criticism over the
decision by DU’s Oversight
Committee to remove two Dalit
authors — Bama and Sukirtharani
— and renowned author
Mahasweta Devi’s short story
‘Draupadi’ from the fifth semester
English syllabus.

108 teachers from 41 colleges,
including those who are part of
subcommittees to formulate the
English syllabus, have demanded

Gupta’s statement was
in response to criticism
over OC’s decision to
remove Dalit authors
Bama and Sukirtharani
and Mahasweta Devi’s
‘Draupadyi’

the “reinstatement of works by
Mahasweta Devi, Bama, and
Sukirtharani in the Core
Women'’s Writing Paper of se-
mester V”.

“It is ironic that the... state-
ment by the University claims to
support a syllabus that is inclu-
sive, while in fact, it has done
everything in its power to ex-
clude diverse voices.
Furthermore, those excluded are
already members of a historically
excluded community. The voices

that have been throttled are those
of Dalit and non-Dalit women
writers writing about Dalit/Tribal
women,” they said in a state-
ment.

They also criticised the
Registrar for saying the syllabus
was “designed by the
Department of English” and “fi-
nalised” after “due deliberation
with and recommendations” of
the Head of Department, and al-
leged the HoD’s approval was
“obtained through coercion”.

When contacted, Gupta said
the information in the press re-
lease was “100% correct as per the
facts available”. HoD Raj Kumar
confirmed that he gave approval
only because the syllabus was
“being held for months”.

A teacher who signed the
statement said it had been signed
only by permanent teachers, as
Ad-hoc teachers feared persecu-
tion by the administration.

Room in Delhi Assembly building housing
‘gallows’ could open up to public: Speaker

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 3

THE DELHI Legislative Assembly
building could open up to the
public more often once a room
that houses the “gallows” found
on the premises is renovated, said
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel.

The building was constructed
in 1912 and housed the Central
Legislative Assembly between
1913 and 1926. Goel claims the
building fell into disuse after 1926
and the British administrators de-
cided to hold trials for “revolu-
tionaries” in the building. Touch-
screen kiosks are also in the
offing, explaining details of the
freedom struggle and the Central
Legislative Assembly, he said.
Facilities will be set up to screen
a film on the history of the
Assembly and its members since
1912.

A tunnel, the opening to

The building was constructed in 1912 and housed the
Central Legislative Assembly between 1913 and 1926

which is at one end of the
Assembly Hall, could also be open
to the public, he said. The tunnel,
whichrunsina horse-shoe shape
along the Assembly Hall, was
cleaned and lights were installed
afew years ago. Goel said the tun-
nel transported “revolutionaries”
from the Red Fort to the building,

which had then functioned as a
court under the British. Prisoners
were tried within the hall and
convicts were sent to the gallows.
Where Goel said the gallows
stood, now lies a room strewn
with files and papers.

The PWD has prepared a de-
sign for the room’s renovation, he

said, and itis likely to be ready by
August 15 next year. The
Legislative Assembly is currently
open to public on Independence
Day and Republic Day.

As for the tunnel, the horse-
shoe shape will be retained, he
said. The covering to the “tunnel”
was open on Friday. Located right
across the room from the
Speaker’s chair in the Assembly
Hall, is a pit, just high enough to
crouch inside. It appears to
branch off in three directions,
none of which were high enough
to stand in or walk into. While one
of the three branches comes from
the Red Fort, the other heads to
the gallows, and the third isin the
direction of the entry to the
Assembly Hall, which might have
functioned as a court, Goel said.

Other officials at the
Legislative Assembly however
surmised that the “tunnel” could
have just been a horse-shoe-
shaped structure installed by the

British forinsulation. The distance
between the Red Fort and the
Delhi Legislative Assembly is now
alittle over 6 km.

Rana Safvi, city chroniclerand
writer, said that it was very im-
probable that a tunnel would
connect the Red Fort and the
Assembly. "The British had
enough power then and did not
need tunnels to hide and trans-
port prisoners. Though it is diffi-
cult to comment without seeing
the structure, the "tunnel might
have had a more mundane pur-
pose,” she said. The construction
of the Red Fort was completed in
1648, while the Assembly was
built only in 1912, she said.

The building, though around
109 years old, is not protected by
the ASI. ASI sources said Delhi
government officials had not ap-
proached them recently to study
or figure out the details of the
structures they found in the
building.

VACCINATIONSIN
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1,593,754

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Total Vacant
TOTALCASES HOSPITALBEDS 16,562 16,299
14,37,874  cusens 3550 3460
Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests §
Sept 2 39 38 0 60483 £
Sept3 35 17 0 63812 3
Total 362* 1412,430 25082 2,58,62,110 &

Officer who framed
chargesheet communal,
Umar Khalid tells court

ANANDMOHANJ
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 3

FORMER JNU student Umar
Khalid’s lawyer told a Delhi court
Friday that the chargesheet filed
against his client in a Northeast
Delhi riots case under the UAPA
painted him as communal, but “it
is the officer who drafted the re-
port and his mind (who) was
communal”.

The arguments were ad-
dressed by senior advocate
Trideep Pais, who told Additional
Sessions Judge Amitabh Rawat
that the chargesheet sounded like
a television channel script.

Pais drew parallels between
statements carried in the
chargesheet to Harry Potter villain
Voldemort's references, among
other examples, to state that the
final report filed by the police was
“rubbish” and “no one should be
arrested in this case”.

Pais began the arguments by
stating that the “witness state-
ments are being fabricated
against me (Khalid)” and a pro-
tected witness was “speaking in
forked tongues”. “One of the
biggest theories is that there was
a conspiracy on January 8. The
protected witness, Saturn, either
speaks under pressure or with a
forked tongue,” Pais told the court.

Pais submitted that this pro-
tected witness has “made adiffer-
ent, inconsistent statementinan-
other FIR, you cannot take it
seriously”.

“You cannot put statements in
water tight compartments,” Pais
told the court.

“The chargesheet goes on to
paint Umar as communal”

“lam not for amoment going
to labour on malice. How much
more malice can I show? I'm try-
ing to tell that there is no way
these statements are consistent
with each other in order to meet
the test of UAPA,” Pais told the
court. Pais further said there are
disturbing facts in the
chargesheet, which is the “fertile
imagination of the police officer
who drafted it”.

Pais read out a portion of the
chargesheet, which read, “Umar
Khalid, a veteran of sedition.” “Is
this how chargesheets are writ-
ten? It seems like a script of some
news channel. Where did they get
this from? ‘Harbinger of the call:
Bharat Tere Tukde Honge.’ -- Yeh
kahan se mila? (Where did you
get this from),” Pais submitted.

Pais thenapprised the court of
the sedition case registered
against Umar in 2016. He submit-
ted, “Nowhere wasitever alleged
that ‘Bharat Tere Tukde Honge’
was ever said by Umar Khalid.
Transcript of 2016 chargesheet is
here.”

Arguing that the present FIR is
“a complete lie”, Pais submitted,
“Thisis the police version.lam not
saying Umar Khalid said it.”

“As you go along, you will see
there is no basis for any statement.
When you procure a statement
and read against me, a statement
whichis unreliable. You don't give
proof because thereisn’t, because
you are lying. What I have shown
is that there is a white lie,” Pais
said.

Onallegations that Umar was
maintaining a facade of secular
politics, Pais said this statement
was a “figment of imagination of
the police”. “This is the danger...
this statement reads like a9 pm
TV news channel script... those
shouting news channels.”

Onallegations that Umar kept
a safe distance from Delhi as he
knew that “Delhi will be thrown
into the fire”, hislawyer said, “The
last person who travelled with
someone and got into his mind
was Voldemort from Harry Potter.
Mere mind mein ghus gaye? (He
entered my mind).”

Pais read out from the
chargesheet that “no amount of
rhetoric and obfuscation of facts
will be enough to brainwash the
Indian Muslims into actually be-
lieving that CAA would question
their nationality”. “What is this?
How does this officer who is writ-
ing this know this? They are mak-
ing me into a criminal to propa-
gate this agenda. Again he goes
into my mind and says what
Indian Muslims would like and
not like... Nobody deserves to be
arrested in this FIR,” Pais argued.

Vaccine drive resumes for Central Vista workers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 3

THE DELHI government resumed
the free Covid vaccine drive for
construction workers at Central
Vistaand also started vaccination
for labourers at IGI airport.

A government official said
around 1,600 workers have been
vaccinated at the Central Vista
site. There are around 2,600
workers there, most of them em-

ployed by Shapoorji Pallonji & Co
Pvt Ltd, the contract company.
Officials said getting vaccinated is
not mandatory and they aim to
ensure workers do not lose their
daily wage. In case of hesitancy,
workers will be given counselling,
they added. The government had
begun vaccinating workers at
Central Vista at the end of June.
Atthe Delhi airport too,adrive
is being held for labourers work-
ing on T-1 construction and a
runway. There are 4,000 labour-

ers,of which 2,500 had been vac-
cinated by airport authorities.
Vaccination was due for 1,500
workers. Yesterday, over 300 got
the shot. At the airport, workers
got both doses. Workers are cur-
rently being given the firstdose. A
government official said, “We will
continue the drive till all workers
get vaccinated at both sites. The
government will soonbeissuinga
health advisory on vaccination of
all construction workers in major
projects.”
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PROPOSALTO STATES
Bring entire distribution
network under STUs,
says power ministry

DEEPA JAINANI
Lucknow, September 3

THE UNION POWER ministry
has proposed tobringall 33 kV
systems, currently maintained
by state distribution compa-
nies (discoms), under state
transmission utilities (STUs)
with an aim to improve the
power distribution system.

It has advised state govern-
ments to form joint venture
companies with Powergrid if
they cannot provide financial
assistance to STUs to upgrade
and modernise the system.

Ina September 1 letter toall
state governments and union
territories,the ministryhassaid
state discoms should hand over
the 33 kVsystemtothe STUs for
better planning, loss reduction
and increased supply reliability
inaphased manner.

Inthefirst phase,incremen-
tal assets in the 33 kV network
and existing overloaded assets
can be handed over to STUs,
and the respective state gov-
ernments will have to provide
financial assistance tothe STUs
to upgrade and modernise
their 33 kVassets.

If the state governmentsare
notinaposition todoso,the STU
can form a joint venture with
Powergrid on a 50:50 equity
basis. Powergrid has already
beenadvised by the power min-

SC refuses to
entertain
contempt plea
against RBI
governor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, September 3

"ECONOMY IS BOOMING in
the country after the second
Covid-19 wave,” the Supreme
Court said on Friday as it
refused to entertain a batch of
pleas seeking contemptaction
against the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) governor and
senior officials of other banks
for declaring loan accounts as
non-performing assets (NPAs).

The top court said that con-
tempt is between court and
contemnor.“In our considered
view, we are not inclined to
exercise our contempt juris-
diction, since it is not in the
interest of justice,’said abench
of Justices DY Chandrachud,
Vikram Nath and Hima Kohli.

The bench said petitioners
are at liberty to seek remedy
under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act (SAR-
FAESI Act), 2002.

istrytoformjointventureswith
STUswhereverthestate govern-
mentapproachesit.

The letter, which has been
accessed by FE, said the “sub-
transmission system”,which is
critical for reliability of power
supply system, is beset with
problems of higherlosses and
inefficient performance. The
ministryhad constitutedacom-
mittee under the chairmanship
of CMD, Powergrid, with repre-
sentatives from the Central
Electricity Authority, STUs of
Haryana, Maharashtra and
Odisha, and Central Transmis-
sion Utility of India, to suggest
measures toreducelossesinthe
sub-transmission system and
ensure efficient performance.

According to the letter, the
committee, after collecting
information from 25 STUs and
30discomsontheperformance
of the utilities at different volt-
age levels, observed that losses
at the 33 KV level are about
4.8%,whileatthe 66 kV-220kV
level,theyareonly1.72-2.39%.

There is considerable scope for
improvement of the 33 kV sys-
tem’s performance, it said.

“Based on the findings, the
committee has recommended
that...the 33 kVsystem mustbe
bought under State Transmis-
sion Utility, the letter said.

“Due to the poor financial
health of discoms, the coordi-
nated planning and expansion
of 33kVsystem,includingadop-
tion of newtechnologiesand the
overall operation and mainte-
nance levels, is not comparable
to that at 66 kV and above volt-
agelevels...,”theletter said.

It said if losses can be
reduced from 4% to 3%, 8.99
billion unit per annum energy
couldbe saved,and incremental
revenue to states would be
34,495 crore per annum
(assuming rate of electricity at
35 perunit). If the availability of
33 kV system can improve by
0.75%, then an additional 6.74
billion unit perannumwould be
available to end consumers,
which could bringanadditional
revenue of ¥3,370 crore per
annum (assuming rate of elec-
tricity at 5 per unit), it said.

AIPEF has strongly opposed
theplan.“Themoveisanattempt
tocontrol electricityin statesand
isaimedatfinishinggovernment
discomstofacilitate private sup-
pliers...,” AIPEF chairman
Shailendra Dubey said.
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ISMA urges PMO to immediately hike sugar MSP

DEEPA JAINANI
Lucknow, September 3

WITH THE NEW sugar season
round the corner, the Indian
Sugar Mills Association (ISMA)
haswritten to the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO) to immedi-
atelyincrease the minimum sale
price (MSP) of sugar from ¥31
per kg to X35 per kg to prevent
shortage of liquidity with mills
and the resultant high cane
price arrears in the next season.

In a letter to the principal
secretary to the prime minister,
ISMApresident Niraj Shirgaokar
said the MSP for sugar was last
revised in February 2019, after

whichthe fairand remunerative
price (FRP) of sugarcane has
been increased twice, amount-
ingtoatotalincrease of I15 per
quintal of sugarcane. Besides,
there has been a 10-15%
increase in the cost of inputs,
raw material, salary and wages,
and maintenance costs,making
itdifficult for sugarmillstoclear
sugarcane payments.

“The sugar sector feels that
the governmentisnotbeingfair
to the sugar producers by not
announcing an increase in the
MSP for over 30 months, even
after continuously increasing
the price of sugarcane (which
contributes 70-75% of our

costs). It is but natural that our
revenue realisation will not be
adequate any more to enable us
topaythe caneprice tothefarm-
ers, as fixed by the government,
andrepaytheloans of thebanks
on time,’ Shirgaokar said.

The letter said the Sugar
Price (Control) Order,2018,says
the central governmentshall,at

BSNL 4G trials: Sls yet to conclude
commercial proposal, says Pertsol

KIRAN RATHEE
New Delhi, September 3

DOMESTIC TELECOM FIRM
Pertsol, which has partnered
with Tech Mahindra, HFCL and
L&T to provide a core network
solution for BSNL, has raised
doubtsoverthe future course of
action for 4G network trials.
Pertsol said the three firms,
which are system integrators
(SIs) shortlisted by BSNL to
undertake trials for testing the
network,have notyet concluded
the commercial proposalwithit.
The remarks from Pertsol
cameafter FE reported thatTech
Mahindra, HFCL and L&T have
told BSNL carrying out trials
with Pertsol would not be feasi-
ble and was likely to fail as sev-
eral issues in the solution had

been unearthed during techni-
cal discussions.

Pertsol, however, said it has
successfully delivered many
mission-critical solutions to
BSNL, including lawful inter-
ception and fraud manage-
ment, and has recently also
implemented its packet core in
BSNL Chennai.

“In BSNL 4G expression of
interest (Eol), considering there
was no option for individual
OEM to participate directly due
to financial qualification, Pert-
sol partneredwith threeleading
SIswho met financial qualifica-
tion of the Eol. Pertsol’s com-
mercial proposalisstillnot con-
cluded by SIs, leading to
uncertainty on future course of
action for the proof of concept
(trials). On the request of SIs,

Pertsol has also invited SIs to
demonstrate end-to-end core
solution as per BSNL Eol,” the
company told FE.

“Moreover, TCS is investing
heavilyin this programmetoset
up a separate vertical for tele-
com solutions for4G/5G,which
is evident from their recent
acquisition of Tejas,and CDoT
being public sector unit, proba-
bility of TCSbecomingvendorof
choiceisimminent,’it said.

BSNLhad selected TCS, Tech
Mahindra, HFCL, L&T and ITIto
carryout 4G trialsatselectloca-
tions with their core and radio
network partners. Since, apart
from TCS, all the selected firms
have chosen Pertsol as theircore
network partner, if there are
issues between the companies,
only TCSwill remain in the fray.

the time of issuing an order
regarding price of sugarforsale,
take into consideration the fair
and remunerative price of sug-
arcane,conversion costs for pro-
duction of sugar from sugar-
cane, realisation of profit from
by-products generated in the
processof sugar productionand
such other costs as it may con-
sider relevant.

“Therefore, it is very fairand
reasonable for the sugar indus-
try to hope and expect that
whenever there is any increase
in the FRP of sugarcane along
withany otherincreasein other
costs, including in the conver-
sion cost of cane to sugar, the

central government would
immediately also announce an
increase in the MSP of sugar,’
Shirgaokar said.

He said various institutions
haverecommendedanincrease
inthe MSPto X33 perkg,includ-
ing the committee of secre-
taries, the group of ministers
under the chairmanship of
home minister Amit Shah, the
governments of Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Bihar, and the two apex bodies
representing the sugarindustry,
ISMA and NFCSF. Even Niti
Aayog and CACP have recom-
mended rationalisation of the
sugarcane pricing policy.

Dipa irked by non-implementation
of Trai recommendation on infra

THE DIGITAL INFRASTRUC-
TURe Providers’ Association
(Dipa),earlier known as Taipa,on
Friday expressed disappoint-
ment over non-implementa-
tion of the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India’s (Trai) rec-
ommendations since 2015 to
enhance thescope of infrastruc-
ture providers.

Trai has again recom-

New Delhi

mended to Department of Tele-
com (DoT) on August 31 that its
suggestions dated March 13,
2020,should be taken upwithin
three months.

“We thank the Authority for
onceagainunderliningtheneed
for‘Enhancement of Scope of IP-
1’ and this time prescribing
timelines...,” Dipa director gen-
eral TR Duasaid. —PTI
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